
The US Air Force is proposing to expand airspace over the Gila Wilderness, the Gila National 
Forest, and surrounding communities for F-16 training for Holloman Air Force Base in 
Alamogordo, NM. One part of this proposal is to expand two existing Military Operations 
Areas (MOA’s) and create a large new MOA. Covering over 2,500,000 acres, these new F-16
training areas will put the Gila, Grant and Catron counties, and surrounding communities at 
great risk from extreme noise, wildfire and environmental contamination, and severely 
threatens our local economy. 

The Proposal 
 Holloman Air Force Base proposes 10,000 new

training flights annually over the Gila;

 Ten percent of training flights will be flown
at night;

 Ten percent of training flights will fly faster
than the speed of sound, possibly producing
sonic booms;

 The F-16 training will include flying as low as
500 feet above ground level;

 15,000 bundles of chaff and 15,000 flares per
year will be dropped from F-16s for air
defense training;

 Each chaff bundle contains up to 5 million
aluminum-covered fibers.

The Impacts 
 Noise - Extreme noise causes health and
• safety risks to humans, wildlife and domestic

animals;
• Wildfire – dropping flares poses an increased

risk of catastrophic wildfire given long-term
drought;

• Environmental contamination - Trillions of
chaff fibers will land on the ground every
year, creating risks to humans, wildlife, and
water quality;

• Local economy – Low-income communities
and local economy dependent on tourists and
retirees could be negatively impacted from
extreme noise, wildfire risk and pollution.

The Bottom Line: The Gila is the wrong place for F-16 training given its unique heritage as 
America’s first Wilderness and the tremendous negative impact on public safety and health, 
environment, quality of life, and local economies. There are clear options in other parts of New 
Mexico with existing training areas that can easily be adapted and expanded to accommodate 
this new F-16 training mission. 
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Peaceful Gila Skies 
A coalition of business and community leaders, sportsmen and concerned citizens, 

united in our goal of protecting the Gila Region from military aircraft training.  

www.peacefulgilaskies.com | 575.538.8078 | peacefulgilaskies@gmail.com 

http://www.peacefulgilaskies.com/

